AGENDA
Joint Committee on Energy
House Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and Economic
Development
Meeting Jointly

Thursday, November 12, 2009
09:30 AM
Association of Arkansas Counties Building - 1415 West 3rd Street----Phone (501)372-7550
Little Rock, Arkansas

Sen. Kim Hendren, Chair Rep. Roy Ragland, Chair Rep. Larry Cowling

Sen. Shane Broadway, Vice Chair Rep. Lance Reynolds, Chair Rep. Terry Rice

Sen. Paul Miller Rep. Jim House, Vice Chair Rep. Robert Dale

Sen. Ruth Whitaker Rep. Jerry Brown, Vice Chair Rep. Monty Betts

Sen. Randy Laverty Rep. Curren Everett Rep. Jim Nickels

Sen. Jerry Taylor Rep. Allen Maxwell Rep. Johnny Hoyt, Non-Voting

Sen. Paul Bookout Rep. Willie Hardy Rep. Jon Woods, Non-Voting

Sen. Robert Thompson Rep. Wilhelmina Lewellen Rep. Buddy Lovell, Non-Voting

Sen. David Johnson Rep. Gregg Reep Rep. Bobby Pierce, Non-Voting
Rep. Monty Davenport Rep. Clark Hall, Non-Voting
Rep. Mike Burris Rep. Tracy Pennartz, Non-Voting
Rep. Bill Sample Rep. Walls McCrary, Non-Voting
Rep. Robbie Wills Rep. Richard Carroll, Non-Voting
Rep. Nathan George Rep. John Burris, Non-Voting
Rep. Frank Glidewell Rep. Beverly Pyle, Alternate
Rep. John Lowery Rep. Dawn Creekmore, Alternate
Rep. Robert Moore Rep. John Paul Weills, Alternate
Rep. Joan Cash Rep. Donna Hutchinson, Alternate
Rep. Eddie Cheatham Rep. Charolette Wagner, Alternate
Rep. Eddie Hawkins Rep. Garry Smith, Alternate
Rep. Bryan King Rep. James McLean, Alternate
Rep. Mike Patterson Rep. Jody Dickinson, Alternate

Rep. Jane English, Alternate

A. Call to order/welcome
1. Senator Kim Hendren, Co-chairman, Joint Interim Committee on Energy
2. Representative Lance Reynolds, Co-chairman, Joint Interim Committee on Energy

3. Representative Roy Ragland, Chairman, House Interim Committee on Agriculture, Forestry, and Economic
Development

B. Roll call
Consideration to adopt December 15, 2008, minutes [Joint Energy Committee] (EXHIBIT C)

D. Consideration to adopt for study [Joint Energy Committee]
--Interim Study Proposal 2009-032 (Rep. Tiffany Rogers) AN ACT TO DEVELOP THE BIODIESEL INDUSTRY IN
ARKANSAS BY ESTABLISHING THE PERCENTAGE OF BIODIESEL FUEL TO BE MIXED WITH DIESEL FUEL FOR RETAIL
SALE IN ARKANSAS,; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES (EXHIBIT D)
1. Sponsor remarks, Representative Tiffany Rogers
2. Committee discussion/action

Notice: Silence your cell phones. Keep your personal conversations to a minimum. Observe restrictions
designating areas as "Members and Staff Only"



E. Arkansas Lignite Opportunity [Time allotment for each presentation is 15 minutes and additional 10 minutes
for questions and answers for gach topic.]

1. Environmental Impacts, Surface Mining Laws and Protections: Arkansas and Federal
a. Teresa Marks, Executive Director, Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ)
b. Ryan Benefield, Deputy Director, ADEQ
c. James Stephens, Chief of Mining Division, ADEQ

2. Restoration of Surface Mining
--Phil Berry, The North American Coal Corporation

3. Carbon Economics: Enhanced Oil Recovery, Sequestration, and Other Uses
--Sherry Tucker, Denbury Resources, Inc.

4. Lignite to Synfuels
a. Richard E. Billo, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Research, College of Engineering, University of Texas at

Arlington
b. Brian H. Dennis, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, University of

Texas at Arlington

5. Economic Impact of Lignite
--Richard Wilson, Assistant Director for Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research

6. Natural Resources Research Center
--David Rankin, Ph.D., President, Southern Arkansas University

F. Other Business

G. Adjournment



Talking Points -- November 12, 2009 Lignite Meeting

® Arkansas’ lignite resource is large, untapped, and has a huge
economic development potential

B Neighboring states of Mississippi, Louisiana & Texas continue to
develop lignite resources creating high paying jobs and additional
revenues for their states

B Act 641 became law in 2007 creating The Arkansas Lignite
Resources Pilot Program, and directed AEDC, AGS, and SAU to
coordinate the promotion and development of Arkansas lignite
for the economic benefit of the State.

B The EERC-AGS research proposal presented to the Joint Energy
committee in August of 2008 and January of 2009 is focused on
Synfuels and Gasification testing of Arkansas’ lignite resources
utilizing “Clean Coal Technology”. In the 2008 meeting the Joint
Energy Committee without objection supported the effort to
secure funding for this project.

® Once funding is in place for the project, the drilling, testing and
economic analysis of the test results is expected to be completed in
3 years. Securing lignite drill cores and commercial testing are
necessary steps to achieve these objectives.

B An estimated $3 Million is requested by the AGS to complete the
commercial testing of South Arkansas Lignite Resources.

® Funding of the EERC-AGS proposal enhances Arkansas’ position
for attracting more technologically advanced industries such as
Synfuels plants that can refine the energy products locally and
thus yield a higher economic return for the State’s lignite
resources.

B What do we do now? Where do we go from here?
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